
 

My Dear Friend, 

 

                When I look around our area, it is easy to see the remnants of the  "glory days" of Crawford County. Growing up here, I've 

heard many stories of how great this region used to be , and how this once bustling community has gone downhill in recent decades. I 

don't see it that way, though. We are only as strong as we allow ourselves to be and the legacy we leave behind us is our choice. The 

Crawford County Historical Society needs your help. We have embarked on a project that would bring our history and our future 

together. As you may be aware, we are currently renting space on Upper Chestnut Street in Meadville that serves as our headquarters 

and records repository.  However, we desperately need to expand and to bring all of our archival holdings under one roof to further 

serve the public better. 

 
                With the expansion of county government recently being discussed,  the Historical Society has been offered a chance to 

acquire an historic structure in the heart of our county seat- the James and Elizabeth Tarr Mansion on Diamond Park! Positioned 

directly next door to the  county courthouse, across from the city library, and squarely on Diamond Park, in the center of Crawford 

County, this 12,000+ square foot building has the potential to become one of the largest archival facilities in Pennsylvania- holding 

our collection of records as well as over 20,000 photographs of every township and town in Crawford County! In addition to our 

current collection, we have some exciting news to share- we are negotiating with the County Commissioners to provide a home to 

their deed books and over 6,000 square feet of other county records- making the Society the hub of research for county lawyers, real 

estate, and those looking up information on their own homes and ancestors. This venture would not only make the Historical Society, 

your Historical Society, one of the largest in the state, but would make the Tarr Mansion a self sustaining entity, with the records 

services we offer supporting the building financially for years to come.  

 

                This is our moment! We have an opportunity as the residents of Crawford County to make a difference in how our county 

seat as seen by those who visit, with a reflection on how we care for our past, and how we plan our future. This is our moment to show 

our children, grandchildren and all future generations that we stepped up to ensure they will have an even better town and county to 

grow up in. This is our moment to show we care about our community! We ask that you consider making a contribution to this cause 

of any amount you are able, to create something great in the heart of our community that will act as a symbol that we made sure 

Crawford County's best days were ahead of us- fulfilling our responsibility to not only our history, but our future! A tax-deductible 

financial pledge of support at any level would help us complete this mission and the enclosed packet will give you information to help 

in your decision making process. In addition, please note any pledges can be divided over up to three years, allowing you to get the 

most from your contribution for tax purposes. I firmly believe this area is a great place to live and raise a family- and with your help, 

we can make it even better!  

Sincerely, 

     

 

 

 

 

             

              Joshua F. Sherretts 

                                                                        President, The Crawford County Historical Society  
 



 

Current Interior 

  



 

 
 

Tarr Mansion and Family History 

From an article by: Diane Shafer Domnick, Ph.D. (used with permission) 

 
 Designed by F.M. Ellis and built in 1866 and 1867 by Sheppard and Ellis Builders at a cost of $30,000 

($476,190 in today's money), the Tarr Mansion is actually a double house. Known architecturally as a “semi-

detached,” the Diamond Park face (west) of the house is designed to appear as a single residence, with two 

separate entrances facing the park. The low hipped roof is crowned by a cupola, also with a low profile. Both 

the form of the roof and the presence of a cupola are hallmarks of an “Italianate Villa” design. This architectural 

style was originally promoted by architect and author Andrew Jackson Downing in 1840. This grand “style” 

appealed to newly wealthy families of the post-Civil War era. In this case, these were newly wealthy oil 

producers from the Crawford, Venango and Warren counties’ oil fields. 

 The three stories of the Tarr house, the first two of double the height of the third, are also of Italianate 

forms. The long, narrow windows of the first and second floors, each topped by a segmental arch and crowned 

with an architectural “cap,” also imitate forms popular in the warm climate of Italy. Decorative details, well 

maintained over the life of the house, include scrolled wooden brackets on the window caps as supporting 

elements for the overhanging roof and as “capital” forms on the pillars of the entry porches. The roof brackets 

imitate the beam ends, which protrude under the roof of an Italian villa of the Renaissance period, and the 

“capital” scrolls echo the Classical form of an Ionic column. 

 The plans or the layouts of the two houses are identical, with the exception of a longer addition behind 

the Walnut or north side of the structure.. 

 James S Tarr, the builder of the Tarr Mansion, was the grandson of George Tarr, a German immigrant 

farmer. George (1768-1847) settled along Oil Creek in Cherry Tree Township sometime during the first three 

years of the 19th century. 

 His son, John (a veteran of the War of 1812), expanded the farm to about 1,000 acres, with each of his 

sons inheriting part of this larger acreage. His son, James, grew up on the original farm site on the creek south 

of Titusvillle, and following the success of Col. Drake’s oil well in 1859, the Tarr farm became a major center 

for the extraction of “black gold.” 

 The first oil leases for the Tarr property were purchased in 1861 by a man named Heman Janes for 

$60,000. Tarr was able to buy back part of those leases, eventually amassing a fortune of more than $3 million, 

including the sale of the whole property for $2 million in gold in 1865. As the new millionaires of the Oil 

Region sold their farms to become oil fields, they looked to neighboring towns as a place to build, retire, and 

become involved in other pursuits. Meadville was the lucky recipient of many of these entrepreneurs as well as 



 

Titusville, Franklin, and Oil City.  It was part of this oil money which built the Tarr Mansion in Meadville. 

James and Elizabeth lived in the Walnut Street side of the house, and the other side was meant to be the 

residence of one of Tarr’s relatives. 

 Mrs. Elizabeth Tarr was about eight or nine years older than James. Her family, the McClintocks, had 

also farmed near the Tarrs on Oil Creek and experienced the same good fortune from the oil industry. It was her 

brother’s family who built the 1874 McClintock-Fuller house on Chestnut Street in Meadville, once also an 

apartment house, but now returned to its original impressive appearance as a single family home. Elizabeth had 

been married before and was known as the Widow McClelland, her status on marrying James Tarr. 

 Unfortunately, the Tarrs did not enjoy their new home for long, as Elizabeth died in 1872 and James in 

1871. Elizabeth’s will gave their residence to her daughter, Nannie, and the other side of the house to her 

daughter, Sarah. The house remained under separate ownership until 1953, when the whole building, by then 

divided into apartments, was purchased by a couple named Scott. It then passed on to the Miceli family as 

owners and then to the Sternbys, the present owners. 
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About the Author 
Diane Shafer Domnick has a Ph.D. in the history and theory of art and architecture. She grew up in Meadville 

and is a graduate of Allegheny College. She is currently an adjunct professor of art and architectural history at 

the University of Pittsburgh at Titusville and at Allegheny College. She lives in a restored early 19th century 

house in Vernon Township. 
 

 
  



 

 

Project Details (Estimated) 

 

-Net property acquisition cost       $365,000 

-Immediate exterior restoration needs (paint and brick work)  $   40,000 

-Restoration of hall and immediate historical society use areas  $   75,000 

-Installation of handicap accessible ramp     $   10,000 

-HVAC Installation        $   80,000 

-Fixtures and Furnishings       $   10,000 

-Balcony and Window Repair       $   50,000 

 

Total Estimated Cost of Acquisition and Restoration                   $630,000 

 

 

 

Committed Funds 

 

 
Current funds committed to Historical Society headquarters   -$256,373 

 

Total to be raised to meet our goals:     $373,627 
  



 

Building Operation Plan-Upper Floors as Apartments 

 
-Current number of apartments: 11 

 

-Historical Society occupied space after restoration:  

 

  3 apartments if rentals or all of building if county contracted record repository 

 

-Number of Society owned rentals: 7-8 

 

-Current income from rent: $4,000 per month =  $48,000 per year 

 

Income/Expenses 

 
-Estimated rental income after Society habitation and restoration: $3,000 per month =  $36,000 per year 

 

  -Property taxes, income taxes, water/sewage for tenants:   -$13,000 per year 

 

  -Estimated income after all taxes and water/sewage for tenants:   $23,000 per year 

   

  -Estimated expenses for Historical Society Section :    -$12,000 per year 

  (water, sewage, gas, electric, snowplowing, janitorial) 

   

  *Based on Baldwin-Reynolds utilities and maintenance 

 

-Estimated excess  income for use for Tarr Mansion  

maintenance fund and Historical Society budget:      $11,000 per year 

 

-Yearly money budgeted by CCHS for current headquarters                     +$  4,000 per year 

 

-Total yearly funds both existing and with the addition of Tarr rentals 

for use on building maintenance and "rainy day fund" for  

apartment upkeep         $15,000 per year 

 

 



 

Building Operation Plan-Upper Floors as County Records 
 

-Current number of apartments: 11 

 

-Historical Society occupied space after restoration:  

  3 apartments if rentals or all of building if county contracted record repository 

 

-Rest of building- County and Local Government Records 

 

-Projected income from records services- $60,000 annually 

 

Income/Expenses 
 

-Estimated County Records Income:      $60,000 per year 

  

 -Property taxes, income taxes, water/sewage:    -$13,000 per year 

 

-Estimated income after all taxes and water/sewage:     $47,000 per year 

  

 -Estimated expenses for Historical Society Section :    -$12,000 per year 

  (water, sewage, gas, electric, snowplowing, janitorial) 

   

  *Based on Baldwin-Reynolds utilities and maintenance 

 

-Estimated excess  income for use for Tarr Mansion  

maintenance fund and Historical Society budget:     $35,000 per year 

 

-Yearly money budgeted by CCHS for current headquarters             +$  4,000 per year 

 

-Total yearly funds both existing and with the addition of records storage 

for use on building maintenance and hiring archivist for records care  

and retrieval         $39,000 per year 

  



 

Naming and Sponsorship Opportunities 

 
The Crawford County Historical Society is offering several naming opportunities to accompany your 

community investment in the Tarr Mansion Project. 

 

Naming Opportunity      Sponsorship Amount 
 

History Center (Facility Name)      $250,000 

Reading Room        $100,000 

Archive/Records Room       $100,000 

Education Room        $100,000 

Garden          $  50,000 

Hall/Staircase         $  50,000 

Cupola          $  50,000 

Porch          $  25,000 

Window/Balcony        $  10,000 

Alcove/Bay Window        $  10,000 

Fireplace         $    5,000 

Garden Bench         $    5,000 

Bookshelf/Display Case/Reception Counter     $    1,000 

Library Table         $       500 

Library Chair         $       250 

 

  



 

Ways to Contribute to this Project 

 

-Appreciated Property: Do you have property--real estate or stocks--which have gone up in 

value, so that you would have to pay a large capital gain tax if they're sold?  If you donate the 

property to CCHS, you can have a charitable deduction for the full value of those appreciated 

assets, and reduce your income taxes, avoiding the capital gain tax completely. Please contact 

us for details at the number below. 

 

-Monetary Contribution: You are welcome to make a monetary contribution to this project 

and guarantee your family's or your legacy for future generations at the heart of Crawford 

County! 

 
  



 

Building Campaign Pledge Agreement 
 
I am excited to become a partner in saving the Tarr Mansion as a perfect example of Oil Region 
and Crawford County history and converting it into a permanent headquarters for the 
Crawford County Historical Society by making my pledge towards its purchase and restoration. 
 
Although full payment of my pledge would be most helpful, I understand it can be paid in 
installments for up to three years and that the payment amount may vary from year to year. 
 
I understand this pledge will not be activated unless the Crawford County Historical Society 
agrees to purchase the Tarr Mansion. I will be provided a copy of their minutes stating such to 
activate my pledge. I also understand my contribution will be used to purchase, restore, and 
begin operations in this building. 
 
I hereby offer my pledge amount for the Tarr Mansion Campaign as $__________, payable 
over ______ years.  
 
Percentage paid for:  
Year 1 ____, Year 2 ____, Year 3 ____. 
 
Printed name:   ________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________     
Date:  __________________________________________________ 

 


